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The Museum section is always popular* From the time its scope was defined by Captain Ferguson the then Director and accepted by Government, namely, that its exhibits should be indigenous, successive Directors have given prominent attention to this point so that it may do good as an educator of the public, Rigourous efforts were made to confine its collection to the illustration of local Natural history and local arts and also to the manners and customs of the people, Every thing extraneous, and not having immediate reference to Tra-vancore, was removed and at the same time the show cases were replenished with various articles from the different parts of Travancore. The classification and arrangement of the galleries especialy under Natural section were carried out after the lines adopted in the British Museum by and under the direct supervision of Mr H. S. Ferguson who went out to England to study the methods obtaining in the Museums in that Metropolitan of the world.
The Museum consists of a main Central Hall joined by two wings to two other rooms parllel to the central hall The Museum building contains the galleries for Arts and Industrials and Natural History and Archaeology, while Ethnology and Geology are represented in the Library Hall. The Show cases were recently arranged by Dr. J. H. Cousins. The central Hall, devoted for display of arts and crafts now affords the visitors a sense of space, which was lacking formerly. A bronze image of Vishnu in the attitude of blessing, one of the best of its kind in India, surmounted on a triple wooden pedestal with stone images of Nagar on either side meets the eye of the visitor, as he stands between the image of Buddha Yogasana and Agasthya Maharishi on suitable pedestals flanking the main entrance to the Museum. Ivory and Kuftgari works, ornaments worn generally worn by Indian women, bell metal were, musical instruments and cocoanut industry are all represented in this section, so as to give the